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Nevada County Transportation 
Commission 

 

The Nevada County Transportation Commission (NCTC) is the
Regional Transportation Planning Agency for Nevada County.
NCTC coordinates state and federal transportation programs for
Nevada County, the City of Grass Valley, Nevada City, and the 
Town of Truckee.   

 

2006 NCTC Commissioners 
 

Nate Beason, Vice-Chairman 
Nevada County District I Supervisor 

 

Tim Brady 
Member-at-Large 
 

Patti Ingram 
Grass Valley City Council 

 

Russ Steele 
Member-at-Large 

 

Josh Susman 
Truckee Town Council 

 

Robin Sutherland  
Nevada County District IV Supervisor 

 

Conley Weaver, Chairman  
Mayor, City of Nevada City 

This Newsletter is Prepared 
by the Staff of the 

Nevada County Transportation 
Commission  

 

Daniel B. Landon, Executive Director  
Mike Woodman, Transportation Planner 
Nancy D. Holman, Administrative Services Officer 
Toni Perry, Administrative Assistant 
 

The Nevada County Transportation Commission
Newsletter is published quarterly.  If you would like to
be added to the mailing list, please write or call the
Nevada County Transportation Commission office. 
 

101 Providence Mine Road, Suite 102 
Nevada City, CA 95959 

 

(530) 265-3202 
 

Fax:  (530) 265-3260 
 

Web Page: http://www.nctc.ca.gov 
E-mail: nctc@nccn.net 
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Upcoming NCTC Meeting 
 

The next meeting of the Nevada County
Transportation Commission is scheduled on:  

 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 at 9:30 a.m., Town of
Truckee Council Chambers, 10183 Truckee Airport
Road, Truckee, CA. 

 With gas prices continuing to go up-up-up, and summer coming 
quickly upon us, now is a great time to get those dusty bicycles out of the garage and tuned 
up for a season of fun and good exercise.  Bicycle and pedestrian advocates recently attended 
Nevada County Transportation Commission (NCTC) meetings to request actions they would like 
implemented throughout Nevada County, such as an increase in bike lanes, repairs and widening of 
road shoulders (for bicycling commuters), more bike/pedestrian paths (for recreational purposes), 
trails for the disabled, curb cut-outs in town for wheel chair users, improved sidewalk accessibility 
to bus stops for pedestrians and wheel chair users, and safe routes to schools.   
 Several Commissioners, who are also bicycle/pedestrian enthusiasts, have expressed an interest 
in improving non-motorized facilities in Nevada County.  The Town of Truckee, in eastern Nevada 
County, has numerous scenic bike paths enjoyed by locals and visitors.  There is a paved trail that 
meanders parallel to the Truckee River (see photo bottom right) that our Executive Director, Daniel 
Landon, recently rode on to test out his newly acquired mountain bike. 
 We are featuring “alternative transportation modes” in this newsletter, to keep you informed  of 
resources available in Nevada County. (Continued on page 2) 

 

 
     

 Keith Merson and John Gardiner of BONC (Bicyclists of 
      Nevada County) http://www.bonc.org/ on a trail ride http://www.tahoesbest.com/Biking/bikepath.htm
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 Page 2 – Bicycling in NV County 
 Page 2 – Public Transit Travel 
 Page 2 – Telecommuting in County 
Page 3 – Purdon Crossing Bridge
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Gold Country Stage 
Proposes Plans to 
Reinstate Routes 

 
 Service modifications 
proposed to start September 
4, 2006 were discussed at a Public 
Hearing at the May 17th Transit 
Services Commission (TSC) 
meeting. Changes in routes and 
schedule modifications are imple-
mented once a year, to allow for less 
confusion to the public, and to keep 
staff costs and reprinting to a 
minimum.  It is anticipated the TSC 
will formally approve service 
changes at their July 19th meeting. 
 In response to public input, and 
based on an evaluation of existing 
bus service, Gold Country Stage 
staff proposed the following: 
 

 Route 1:  Provide Evening 
Service until 10:00 p.m. weekdays.
Re-route bus to Dorsey Drive and 
Joerschke to accommodate senior 
housing complexes.  Serve Bennett 
and Tinloy Sts.(see Rt. 4). Eliminate 
Willow Valley segment due to the 
move of County HEW offices.  

 Routes 1, 2, 3, 4, 11: Add one 
hour of service on Saturdays, to 
begin at 8:30 a.m.   

 Route 4:  Re-route via E. Main 
St., Mill St. and Neal St. to shorten 
route and improve on-time service.

 Routes 10, 12:  Reinstate service 
five days a week to No. San Juan 
and Colfax/Amtrak trains.   
 

 Gold Country Stage staff and 
the TSC are exploring other options 
for future improvements. As rider-
ship numbers improve and funds 
become available, more modifica-
tions will be considered.    NCTC  

 

Hiking in Nevada City 
http://www.nevadacountythingstodo.com/hi

king/nevadacity/  
 

 

Truckee River Bike & Pedestrian Trail 
 



“The Bridges of Nevada County” – Part 6 
 

 

 Purdon Crossing Bridge – The only bridge of this design still in existence in California 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        
      Purdon Crossing Bridge spanning the South Fork of the Yuba River. A current view of the Purdon Crossing Bridge, June 2006. 
     Photo taken by Jet Lowe, Historic American Engineering Record, 1984.              Note the bridge deck is wooden planks. 
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Alternative Modes of Transportation 
 

Bicycling in Nevada County 
  
 Almost everyone can say they have ridden a bicycle sometime in 
their life, but many of us could not tell you the “date” of when that 
event last occurred.  But, numerous Nevada County residents use 
bicycles as their main mode of transportation.   
 Janelle Black, a member of The Alliance for People Powered 
Transportation, shared information (and photos below) with NCTC staff 
on upcoming cyclist safety classes to be held in July.  Putting on a 
helmet is only one step to riding safely.  Janelle wrote: 
 

“Everyone who drives a motor vehicle must learn the rules of the road 
and safe vehicle operation.  Learning to drive a bicycle properly is 
equally important.  It can take thousands of miles of cycling experience 
 

 
            Bicycle commuter riding to work 
 

cyclists.  The next class will be held on two consecutive Saturdays, July 
15th and 22nd, the time and location to be announced, and they will be 
taught by a League of American Bicyclists Certified Instructor.   Please 
visit http://www.bicyclenevadacounty.com or e-mail 
foothillcycling@yahoo.com for more information or to register.” 
 

 
Traveling through downtown Grass Valley with a box in-tow 
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Telecommuters in Nevada County 

 

How to Get Around on Public Transit 
 
 To broaden the public’s awareness of how easy it is to travel without
a car around our region of Northern California, NCTC staff collaborated
with Joy Waite (a member of the Transit Services Citizen Advisory
Committee) and Bill Derrick (Transit Services Manager) to provide
information on transit services available.  As an enthusiast for transit
travel, Joy stated:  “With the economic and ecological cost of personal
transport vehicles (cars) and air travel ever increasing, public bus service
provides an alternative for commuters, and safe transportation and
independence for responsible teens.”  We encourage the public to try the
services listed below: 
 

 Gold Country Stage Routes 5 and 5X have nine weekday round trips
from Grass Valley to the Auburn Depot (six Rt. 5 trips and three Rt. 5X
EXPRESS trips).  Saturday and Sunday service are also available. (Call
477-0103 for details, or view a Gold Country Stage Rider’s Guide at
http://www.goldcountrystage.com ).  Be sure to ask the Gold Country
Stage bus driver for a transfer slip when you board the bus.  Connections
at the Auburn Amtrak Depot allow you to transfer to and from Gold
Country Stage to Placer County Transit and Auburn Transit, and also
provide access to the Amtrak/Capitol Corridor trains.   
 Route 5X is an EXPRESS bus that runs non-stop between Grass
Valley and the Auburn Amtrak Depot, and is contracted with
Amtrak/Capitol Corridor for a guaranteed connection with their trains.  At
certain times of the day, you can get on a train in Auburn or Sacramento
and travel to San Francisco or San Jose.  For Amtrak connections to any
destination in the U.S. and Canada, call (800) USA-RAIL.    
 Connections to Sacramento are extremely well timed from the
Amtrak Depot in Auburn.  Use your transfer slip to board the Placer
County Transit “Light Rail” bus.  Intermittent stops are few, but include
Sierra College Rocklin Campus and the Galleria Mall.  Transfers to
Lincoln and to Roseville Transit are convenient at the Galleria.  The
connection to the Light Rail is at Watt and I-80, and the Light Rail runs
every 15 minutes.  Light Rail stops in Sacramento are convenient to the
Capital, Old Sacramento, Downtown Amtrak, the American River
Parkway Trail, the Westfield Mall, the Governor’s and Stanford
Mansions, and many fine restaurants and lodgings. 
 From downtown, further connections can be made to: 
  Sacramento Airport on Yolo County Bus 42B 
  Davis on Yolo County Bus 42A 
  Folsom by Light Rail Transfer 
  All Sacramento area destinations by Regional Transit Bus 
 

Gold Country Stage:  (530) 477-0103  or  (888) 660-7433 
Placer County Transit:  (530) 889-7570  or  (800) 889-2877  
Sacramento Regional Transit:  (916) 321-2877 
Yolo County Bus:  (530) 666-2877  or  (800) 371-2877   NCTC  

 To continue our series on local bridges, we 
feature the Purdon Crossing Bridge,
completed in 1895 to facilitate crossing the South 
Fork of the Yuba River.  
 When gold was discovered in 1849, there was 
an increased need to cross the rivers by the newly 
arrived prospectors.  Ferry services sprung up 
along the Yuba River, and Moore’s Ferry was 
located at Purdon Crossing before a bridge was 
built.  This route was a vital link between Nevada 
City, Downieville, and the mines of the region.  In 
the 1850’s a wooden bridge was built and called 
Robinson’s Lower Crossing. The bridge located at 
Edward’s Crossing was called Robinson’s Upper 
Crossing.  The steel bridge pictured at right was 
built by Cotton Brothers of Oakland.  It replaced 
several wooden bridges that were washed away by 
floods, and the location was renamed Purdon 
Crossing. 
 There is a brief description of the bridge in 
the Historic American Engineering Record written
 in 1985.  The Record states the bridge is “a rare surviving example of a pin-connected Pratt Half-Through Truss”.  It is the only bridge of this 
design remaining in California.  The National Library of Congress has several black and white photos of the bridge online (see photo below).
Purdon Crossing Bridge is located on Lake Vera/Purdon Crossing Road, 10 miles north of Nevada City, and is maintained by the Nevada County
Department of Transportation and Sanitation (DOTS). 
 For you hiking enthusiasts, there are also three trails you can access at Purdon Crossing.  The Old Flume Trail goes up river about a mile 
and provides access to swimming and picnicking spots.  This was once a flume to an old power station.  A second trail goes steeply up for about
one mile to the top of Round Mountain.  And the South Yuba Trail goes upstream five miles, high above the river, to Edward’s Crossing at the 
junction of North Bloomfield Road and the Yuba River.  NCTC      [Portions of the information in this article were taken from 

http://www.ncgold.com/Museums Parks/syrp/ ]

   Enjoy a hike on the South Yuba Trail starting at Purdon Crossing

to learn safe bicycle
operation on the
roadway without
outside instruction.
The Alliance for
People Powered
Transportation offers
Bicycle Driver's
Education Classes
for children and
adults, to empower
those who would like
to ride with the
knowledge they need
to be safe  and  legal 

 

 NCTC’s At-Large Commissioner, Russ Steele, is an avid supporter of telecommuting.  Russ is a
freelance writer and consultant who has worked from his home since the early 1990’s.  He was able to
accomplish this even before the Internet came to Nevada County.  When Russ worked for TRW, he used the
Compuserve Network to connect with the company e-mail and did online research.  Now he has a cable
connection at home, and enjoys increased productivity doing research on a high-speed network. 
 While researching commuter information, staff was directed to a map based on U.S. Census 2000 data
that indicated of the 40,673 total workers living in Nevada County, 29,443 work within the County and
11,230 commute out to other counties.  The map showed the largest number of commuters (5,215) travel to
Placer County, but residents were shown to travel as far as San Francisco or Pershing County in Nevada.
The link listed here will show you the number of workers commuting into and out of Nevada County. 
http://www.calmis.ca.gov/file/Commute-Maps/NevadCommute.pdf   
 Telecommuting is a way County residents can decrease the traffic on our roads and also help with air 
quality.  Since most of our County’s pollution travels eastward from Sacramento and the San Francisco Bay
Area, if we could diminish the number of cars on the road westbound, most likely our air quality would
improve.  We will be featuring more information in future newsletters about the impact of telecommuting
and the use of the internet in relation to transportation flow in Nevada County.  NCTC  


